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Spring 2012 

Reading Due: Monday, February 6, 2012 

Essay Due: Friday, February 10, 2012 

 

Critical Analysis Essay 

 

Purpose 

In your prior essay assignments, you have objectively and subjectively examined and 

summarized an article.  For this assignment, you will examine how an author presents his or her 

ideas, arguments, and content with respect to a selected article.  You will also evaluate whether 

the author is successful.  This assignment will help you in later assignments because it will teach 

you how to develop an informed opinion about the strengths and weaknesses of a source.  The 

readings assigned to date have prepared you for the critical reading required of the subject of this 

essay. 

 

Topic 

You will read all the articles provided for you in the latest post on Compose Yourself 104 by 

Monday, February 6, 2012.  After reviewing each article you must choose ONE to write a critical 

analysis essay on.  

 

Prewriting 

Read your essay carefully and thoroughly.  Then: 

 
1. Separate the facts from the opinions 
2. Identify the evidence 
3. Identify the cause and effect 
4. Describe the tone 
 

While reviewing your article, use the questions provided for you on Compose Yourself 104 to 

focus your information. Next, review your answers and highlight or underline elements that 

indicate the author’s strategies.  Categorize these strategies into main topics.  Your claim about 

these strategies will form the basis for the thesis of your analysis.  Your categories will help you 

structure your essay.  Finally, reread your notes/outline and go back to the article and highlight, 

underline, and annotate passages that will support your claim about the author’s strategies.  Also 

consider ethos, logos, and pathos if you are having trouble generating ideas for your essay. 

 

Drafting 

Use your prewriting to compose an analysis that examines the author’s underlying strategies as 

they attempt to affect an audience.  This is also called a rhetorical analysis.  It is important to rely 

upon your own words and cite to your source using MLA format (refer to The Purdue OWL 

website for guidance).  Use the author’s name to introduce quotes or paraphrases, maintain 

present tense, and use quotes sparingly. 

 

Audience 

Your audience is the average college student at NIU who may or may not have read your essay 

and instructors who may not be familiar with your essay or your textbooks for this class.  Thus, 



you should include sufficient objective summary to give the reader a good understanding of what 

the article is about.  Otherwise, your critical analysis will not make sense to the reader. 

 

Evaluation 

Your critical analysis should be 3-4 pages and is worth 100 points. You will be evaluated on 

your ability to examine “how” the author conveys his or her ideas and arguments, as opposed to 

the content of “what” the author is saying (with the exception of your objective summary 

component).  An essay that is not 3-4 pages in length is likely not as in depth as this assignment 

requires. 


