
English 104: Evaluative Summary    Due: Wednesday, 2/1 

 

Purpose 

Evaluating sources is an important step in research. You need to read the source, summarize what 

it says, and figure out why you do or don’t have a use for it. Reviewers of movies, books, music, 

restaurants, art, or products go through a similar process for a public audience. Often, it’s fun as 

well as useful because you can praise, complain, or add humor. This assignment will give you 

practice in combining objective summary and personal reaction. 

 

Organization and Development 

I ask that you use the essay “Is It Just Us, or Are Kids Getting Really Stupid” by Sandy Hingston 

for this assignment. Using the strategies for active reading we have discussed in class, read and 

annotate the text, then evaluate the essay. You may base your evaluation on such criteria as your 

personal reaction to the source, on general knowledge you may have of the source’s topic, on 

whether the source arouses your curiosity or doubt, on whether the author’s claims seem 

commonsensical, or on some combination of these and other strategies. 

 

 Indicate the title and author, along with the readers you think the essay addresses 

 Provide an accurate but brief statement about the essay’s main focus and why you think 

the author has that focus 

 Identify what types of evidence the essay relies upon most—e.g., fact, experimental data, 

statistics, generally accepted ideas, expert opinions, personal testimony 

 Separate out three or four points that seem especially good, surprising, questionable, 

exaggerated, or unlikely—and tell why 

 Discuss whether or not the essay’s conclusion makes sense to you 

 

You may use a few carefully selected quotations to back up your evaluation and make it more 

convincing (and possibly more entertaining). Use quotation marks correctly and parenthetical 

page numbers. Maintain use of present tense. Aim to write an evaluation of 2 ½ —3 pages  

 

Audience 

You should write your evaluative summary for readers such as your classmates who may be 

familiar with the article, but haven’t closely examined it. Readers who have never read the article 

should also be able to follow what you say about it from the parts that you summarize more 

objectively. 

 

Evaluation 

Your evaluative summary counts for 50 points. You might want to have a friend read it over, or 

go to the Writing Center to make sure you turn in a “polished” rather than an informal draft.  

 

 


